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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An electronic device network system comprising: 
an electronic device for transmitting data via a network; 

a plurality of storing means for storing data transmitted from the electronic device; mi 
a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and processing 
the acquired data; and,; 

a setting section fnr setting a security Wol fhrihfl Hnta tn transmitted, the set security 

level being SfikCtfid hy a iiRPr fhvm ft plurality of idftnrlfi eri security Ifivftlfl, 

the network connecting the electronic device, the storing means, and the external devices 
to one another, 

wherein the electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least 
one of the external devices each have a security fnnrtirm and An associated secinatyJbaSEl 

2. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein: 

the plurality of storing means includes a first storing means having a first-hrghersecurity 
level, and a second storing means having a ssiamiiowersecurity Wei, the first security, i^vai 

hfting higher than thft gftcrmd gernrrry 

fae- dec tr oiiic device includes a set t ing sec t i o n fui enabling a user to set - a security level 

fur transmitted data, and 

the electronic device network system further comprises a search means for searching the 
plurality of storing means to identify a givfin,fOT-arstoring means adans ^ ac c o rding to the - security 
level corresponds to thf? smirity levftl set in the setting section, so that the transmitted data 
corresponding to top, set ftficiTrity temlJs received by the given s toring means^-s o ' scarchcd. 
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3. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means transmits data by encrypting the data, and the second storing means transmits 
data without encrypting the data. 

4. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means is connected to the Internet via a firewall that limits access from devices on 
the Internet, and the second storing means is connected to the Internet without the firewall. 

5. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
first storing means does not have access to the Internet, and the second storing means have access 
to the Internet 

6. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least one of the external 
devices each have a communications function for encrypted data. 

7. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising search means for searching for an electronic device, a storing means, and an external 

device according to thft rftgpftr.tivft aggregated fiftrnrify IftVftl . hh u i i if y In uftls nf tim respective 

s e cu ri ty f unctions o f the electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at 
least one of the plurality of external devices. 

8. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1 , further 
comprising search means for searching for an external device according to locations or ftmctions 
of the external devices. 
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9. (Currently Amended) Hie electronic device network system as set forth in claim 7, 
wherein the search means furthgLinchidfiS means searches far anarchm^ f hr a transmission route 
of the transmitted data from the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 

10. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein the search means s ea r ches firrfher inHnHftg means for xemTcfamg fa r a transmission route 
of the transmitted data from the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 

11. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 

Wherein earJi nf thp. plurality nf rrrrrfiirtemal devices each Iii i lI ih Ib includes a search section for 

searching for a storing means whose associated security level matches the assndateri a-security 
level of one of the plurality of CTternaL devices which is making .such a search arrextemat 
device ur^kiu i a fee be arch. 

12. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claixoLZ, 
claim 1, wherein the electronic device includes a displaying means for displaying a result of 
search made by a search means according to search conditions. 

13. (Currently Amended) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the respective asgor,iatftrl s^irity Wfti ^m nt y f n nr iirms n f the electronic device, at 
least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least one of the plurality of external devices is 
f urther established hasc>d,are rende r e d d e p ending o n whether the electronic device, the storing 
means, and the external devices belong to which of a plurality of networks that are connected to 
one another via access control means. 

14. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein each 
of the external devices comprises an image forming device. 
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1 5. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
electronic device comprises a scanner. 

16. (Original) The electronic device network system as set forth in claim 14, wherein the 
electronic device comprises a scanner. 

17. (Currently Amended) A data receiver search system comprising: 

a plurality of storing means w i th diffc j cnt s ccurity - fe 7 tfe -for storing datajXach-Sloring 

means having a different security law.! aggrtcigteH th*r*>™\tW 

a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and processing 
the acquired data; 

an electronic device connected to the storing means and the external devices via a 
network; sued 

a search devic e , c o nnected being crmnfintfld to the electronic device ^ r fwirearehing for a 
storing means that satisii es-a- p r v d c t cimined condition; 
.wherein the electronic device innlnHftsr inrlmli r ry 

a transmission section for transmitting data to the storing means^nd_nmd 

a setting section for setting n security lffle J, selected hy a ustz fr^ a plurality nf 

identified security levels, fnr thft data to he transmittRd , ^enablh ig a user t o set a security le v el fui 

tr ansmi t ted data; 

wherein.the search device innlnriftfl indttding a search section for searching the plurality 

fl£ibr«rstoring means to identify a given storing means whngft rftftpftr.tivp assnciatpd according 

tibre-security level corresponds to thft set security tevelsfiLin the setting section, so that the 
transmitted data corresponding to thft set security level is received by the giysn-Storing means, 
so seauL'drytb 
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18. (Currently Amended) A data receiver search method using an electronic device 
network system that comprises: 

an electronic device for transmitting data via a network; 
a plurality of storing means for storing data transmitted from the electronic 
device; and 

a plurality of external devices for acquiring data from the storing means and 
processing the acquired data, 

the network connecting the electronic device, the storing means, and the external 
devices to one another, and 

the electronic device, at least one of the plurality of storing means, and at least one 
of the external devices each having a security function and an asfindater? sacuritsdflgd; 
and ~ 

Wherein said data receiver search method inrhideg th e steps nfi 

(a) setting a security Ifivel for the data to bps transmitted the set security lfi^gLhfiing 

SfllflCted hy a USSX fipm « plurality rtf identified sft^irity levelft- 

(h.) searching for a gbffiTLStoring means and a givm atrexternal device whose respective 

assnoiatftd .s ecurity level secm4 t y - fuf t ctk>ri{rjii atch a thfi_security level set in step (a) set hy amssr ; 
when the electronic device transmits data, 

19. (Currently Amended) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 1 8, 
wherein said searchin g includes fifiarfihing t he-search f or an external device is made according to 
a location or functions of the external device. 

20. (Cuxrently Amended) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 18, 
Wherein t he mafliu d rseR T chcs said searching inrindftg searching f nr a transmission route of the 

transmitted data from the electronic device to the storing means or the external devices. 
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21 , (Currently Amended) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 1 8, 
farther comprising the steps nf; 

wher ein t he method p iohibitb Umsmis&iuu u f data to t he e l eUjiuiiic device, th e- skumg means, 
an d the external d e vices wh e n foe respective becuiily levels of Hie electronic devicerthe st o ring 
means; and the external devices do not match tlie s e curity level set by th e user : 

; prohibiting transmission of data from the electronic devi ce or from the storing means 

whm the when the respective associated security levels of the dgjA E QIli C dey j rfi the storing 
means, and the external dgaOCfiS do no! matrfr the decireH seenrft y level as established hy_ the user; 
and 

allowing transmission of data from the given storing means to the given external device 

When thft When the respftCtivft associated SfiCUlily lffiSffilfi nf the eter.tronie de vir.e tne storing 
means, and the evtemal devices match the desired security level 

22. (Currently Amended) The data receiver search method as set forth in claim 21, 
whftiehr wherein when stored data in a storing means needs to be outputted from an external 
device and the b trtran-extemal device and the^a-storing means storing necessarytihe storadLdata 
have different associated security levels so that the stored d ata is prevented from being 
transmitted from the storing means to the external device, said data re ceiver search method 

further comprises the step of? 

repeating said step of searching to j denfi ry ti r e-search means seareheyfor a " another given 

external device whose associated security level matches the associated security level of the 
storing means storing the necessaiy s tored-data. 
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